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KINGS ix. 22. 


And it came to he” When Joram Jaw Jehu, that be 
aid, 18 IT EAC E. JEHU ? And be n- 

 fered, WHAT PEACE, Jo long as the Whore- 

dms of 1. ! Jexebet, «nd ber unn 
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8 Ge as Jr w. was W to by! King of hull 
With a Commi ſion from God, toextirpate the ver. 4, 5. 
_ whole Houſe of Ahab, and to avenge the Blood 

of the: Prophets, and 'of all the Servants of the Ver. 6,78. 

Lord} that had been ſhed by Jezebel, he immediately 

Joram che Son of 4bab was there, to 

be recovered of the Wounds, he hid lately received from 

the Syrians; and* with h was Abeeiab, King of Judah, 

who had: married his Sifter, and came thither ro make N 

him a Viſit. 

Upon the Approach of Subs; and the Wachmaw s no- 


tice af n, King Jormm diſpatcheth an Horſe- man toen- 
quite the Reaſon of his coming, and ro demand if all Ver. 17. 
chings were in Peace. - He reoeises a thort Anſwer, What | 


_ thoa i PE ACE? tur thou behind me. A 
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A Faſt-Sermon. 
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v. 18. 1g. ſecond Meſſenger has the ſame Succeſs, Upon which 


2 Kings 8 
| 6 


= 


the two Kings haſten to their Chariot, as under a Di- 


vine Infatuation, to go out to meet Jeha, and his Com- 


pany.. The Detention of two Meſſengers, might have 
ſufficiently alarm'd them to « en * But ſuch 
whom Goc intends te Gedroß, eldom ſuſpect a Danger, 
till it is too late. Upon the meeting of King Joram with 
Jehu, he asks the Queſtion in the Text, IS IT PEACE? 
And receives the following Anſwer, W HAT PEACE? 


ſo long as the Whoredovss and witcherafts of thy Mother Jeze- 


bel are ſo many? _ | 
This 10 9 ion, was an Idola- 
trous and Wicked Prince, King ef the Ten Tribes of 
Iſrael; the wretched Son of two infamous Parents, Ahab, 
and Jezebel. Se „ 5 5 
There was. another Joram, or Jehoram, King of Ju- 


daß, the Son of goed Jehoſbaphat; who began not his 


Reign, till the fifth Year of this Joram King of 1/rae/- 
He was the Father of 4haziah;, who Was ROW, ab fever! 
with King Joram: of him I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak afterwards, as being ſlain with him. | 

Jehu, who makes the Anſwer to the Queſtion in the 
Text, was the Captain of the Hoſts of; Hrael, but by 
God's Command anointed to be King of Irael, with 
expreſs Order to root out the Family of- Ahab, and exe- 
cute the Judgments of God on his Whole Houſe. - And 
in the following part of the Hiſtory, we üünd he did fo, 
with ſome Exactneſs as to the Thing, fho' not with that 
Integrity of Heart and Ro as he ought to have done 
it; for he {till cleaved. to the Worſhip of the Calves at 


ing. 1. Dax and Berhe!. The beſt of the Princes of Ie were 


31 of ſuch ill Characters, that of twenty of them, we hardly 


read of one good; Jaa Was one of the beſt; as Abal, the 
Father of this Joram, as ons of the worſt. But Jehu is 
anointed by God, to deſtroy that wicked Family of A- 
Lab; and upon his Anointing, he haſtens to Jezree/, to 
accompliſh, it upon this King Joram, Ahab's 8 
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{ſoon as he ſees him, he asks this Queſtion, Is IT PEACE, 
Ann 2 FT 
For the Import of che Queſtion, Is it Peace? or, Is it 


well, Jehu? as it might be rendred, and is fo in other 


Verſes; it is as if he ſhould have ſaid, Is there no bad 
© News, Jehu, that occaſions thy unexpected Coming? 


© What means this thy ſudden and haſty Journey ? Is 
c the Army routed by the Syrians? Is Hamath recovered 
© again? Is it Peace! Is there any new Rebellion, or 
« Conſpiracy ? What ill Tidings doſt thou bring? Is it 
Peace, Jehu? There needed no ſay for an Anſwer, 
the very Countenance of Jeh doubtleſs ſpoke Death to 
Joram; and his Tongue ſeconds it in the following An- 
{wer of the Text, viz. 8 | 

And Jehu anſwered, What Peace, jo long as the Whore- 
dom of thy Mother Jezebel are ſo many? i. e.. Thou 
S ſpeakeſt of Peace with Men, when, by thy impious 


e Idolatry and Blood, thou and thy Houſe have bid De- 


fiance to Heaven, and made God thine Enemy. What 
Peace, ſo long as Thou and thy Mother are in open 
Rebellion againſt God? What Peace, while Heaven 
© has a Controverſy with thee and thy Family? While 
the Wickedneſs of thy Mother Jezebel is avouched and 
© entertained as thine own? What Peace, what kind 
© of Peace doſt thou look for? Or, how canſt thou ex- 
pect any; There is no Peace, there will be none, there 
can be none, it is in vain to imagine there ſhall be a- 


ny. No, the; Voice of thy Mother's Guilt has reached 


to Heaven, and awakened Divine Vengeance againſt 
© thee; and thine Houſe: God will deſtroy that wicked 
Woman, Her, and Hers, Root and Branch, as a Gene- 


2 [tion of Vipers. What Peace, 2 long As the Whoredoms 


of thy Mother Jezebel, and her Witchcrafts are ſo many * 
By Whoredoms here we may underſtand Iaolatry, which 
is often ſo called. And the Idolatry of the Houſe of A. 


hab has 2 that Name affixed to it. The other 
Jehoram is charg 


with making Judah to gp a whoring, 
| | like 


2 Chron; 
21,13. 
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Faſt. Sermon. 


"then the Whoredome'of r 


exclude literal Whoredom, and all other Uncleannefs, 
which does ſometimes precede, and uſually accompany, 
or follow Idolatry, and falſe Worſhip. . 
And it is not improbable, but that by Witchcraft here, 
the ſame is to be underſtood: The Worſhip of Idols be- 
ing the Service of the Devil, and a kind of Compact 
with him: It is a ſign that he hath powerfully bewitch- 
ed, and deceived the corrupt Minds of Men, and ma 
well be called Witchcraft. Under one or both of the 
Crimes here mentioned, Idolatry is doubtleſs to be un- 
derſtood ; becauſe that was the great Sin of Jezebel, for 
which Jeha was to execute judgment, and it is not like- 


ly he would omir it in his Charge againſt her: 


Our Modern Infidels, who deny any ſuch thing as 
Witches, can take no Advantage of this Interpretation, 
becauſe the comparing of Idolatry to Witchcraft, does 
ſuppoſe that there is fuch a thing as Witchcraft; and there 


are other places of Scripture that mention Death to be 


the Puniſhment of it. : 
What Peace, ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mather 
Jezebel? &. Her Crimes are mentioned, rather than 
His; partly, as they were more infamous and noto- 
rious; partly, as it was for her Sinus, that God was now 


about to execute Judgment; and partly, as this Joram 


had been nurſed up, and educated in her curſed Idolatry, 
and ſo her Wickedneſs became his own :. But eſpecially 
are Her Crimes taken notice of, to {how that it was not 
2 particular War with Joram, hut with the whole Fa- 
mily; and that the Anger of God, which Jehz was to 


execute, was againſt the whole Houſe of Ahab and Jezebel. 
Which is a ſufficient Account, hy Jeha makes ſuch 4 


ſmart Anſwer to Joram's Queſtion, I it Peace f as this, 
What Peace, ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mather Jeze- 
bel, and her Witcherafts are ſo mã̃ 3 

This therefore is the Sum of theſe Words, as the Ground 
of my following Diſcourſe. That there ig no Peace to be 
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expected by impenitent, unreformed Sinners. Or, That Sin 
is an Enemy to all kind of Peace, What Peace, fo long 
as, &c. . That I may Confirm and Improve this, let 
me, fir, conſider that there is a threefold Peace. Firſt , 
Divine Peace, or Peace with God. Secondly, External 
and Civil Peace between Man and Man, and this in leſ- 
fer and greater Societies. Thirdly, The Peace of the 
Soul, inward Peace, or Peace of Conſcience. Now if 
we look above us, or round about us, or within us, 
there is no Peace to be lad, while Sin is not repented of, 
and reformed. | 
In general, Peace is taken for all kind of Good, for all 


manner of Bleſſings. Sometimes for Spiritual Bleſſings, John 4. 


The Legacy of Chriſt is Peace, My Pedte I leave with you. 


In me you have Peace. Sometimes for all Temporal Bleſ- ch. 16. 33. 
| fings. God threatens to rake am PEACE from 4 Peo-Jer 1. 3. 


ple, even Loving kindneſs aud Mercies. Hence the ordi- 
. nary Salutation, Peace be to ſuch an one, or Peace be to 
fuch a Houſe; that is, Bleſſing, Favour, Mercy. Now 
Sin, as the Cauſe of all Evil, is an Enemy to Peace in 
this Latitude, as it is that which ſeparates between God 
and us, and hinders all good things from us. But let 
me ſpeak more diſtinctly to theſe three kinds of Peace, 

Peace with God,and Peace with Men, and Peace with Conſcience. 


I. Peace with God. That Sin is an Enemy to this kind 
of Peace, I need not ſo much to prove, as to Apply. 


You know it is the abominabte thing which his Soul hates. ger, 44. 4. 
That he is 75 purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. That he is Pal. 7 11. 


angry with 
from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men. That on them he will rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, 
and an horrible Tempeſt. God hath no Enemy in the 
World but thoſe which Sin makes him. The Wicked 
are repreſented in the holy Scriptures as Enemies to God, 
Fighters againſt him, Haters of him, Cc. This Con- 
trariety of Sin to God muſt needs obſtruct our 

= Peace 


e Wicked every day. That his Wrath is declared Rom. i. 18 


ae 8 8 r . EAGER 3 
n 


Peace with him. It is a walking contrary to God, it is 
a Contempt of him, a Rebellion againſt him, a bidding 
Defiance to him; and therefore, while Sin is unrepen- 
ted of, God is our Enemy. . 

And of how dreadfull Import is that to a conſidering 


Mind, to have God for our Enemy! For who knows the > ; 
Power of his Wrath? Whoſe Heart can endure, or 


Hands be ſtrong, if he ingage againſt us! If he riſe up 
againſt us, if he enter into | Da with us! He is 
a conſuming Fire, and we like Thorns and Briars, 
which he will go through and burn up- Whither ſhall 
we flee for Shelter, or ſeek for Refuge? And how fearful 
is it to fall into his Hands! Who is the Almighty and 
Eternal Judge, the God to whom Vengeance belongs, 
when the time of his Patience and Logg-ſuffering is o- 
ver! How can you have a Moment's Reſt, when God is 
apprehended to be your Enemy? How can you live 
merrily, or in quiet for one Day or Hour, while yau 
have no ground to apprehend: the Breach is not made up 
between him and you? While his deſtructive Vengeance 
hangs over your Heads, and is every moment ready to 
fall on you, and cruſh you into everlaſting Deſtruction. 
While, for ought you know, the next moment may 
for ever divide between you and all your Com- 


| forts, and all your Hopes; I ſay for Ever. O think 


of thac little Word, for Ever, Everlaſting. You that 
are not reconciled and at Peace with God, by Repen- 
tance towards God, and. Faith in the Blood of Jefus, 
and yet are content and careleſs, think of this, and Trem- 
ble. Don't make light of the Divine Threatnings, and 
deſpiſe that Wrath, that in a moment can deſtroy you. 
Let ſuch think of it, who go on ſecurely in ſome hid- 
den courſe of Sin, upon the — of Eternal Ruin. Spell 
me that Word EVERLASTING added to the Mrath 
of God, and tell me how many Syllables of Time go 
to the compounding of it. There is wo Peace, ſaith my] 
God, to the Wicked; but Indignation and Wrath, _ : 

Cs 
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fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation. 
O conſider it, believe it, apply it, while it is poſſible to 
make Peace with God, and eſcape his Righteous Ven- 
geance. | | 


II. Sin is an Enemy to Civil Peace between Man and 
Man. What elſe is the Original of Wars and Fightings, of 
Confuſions and Strifes, of all the Tumults and Diſorders, Jam. 4. *. 

and Deſolations in Human Societies? That Men are | 
Wolves, and Bears and Lions, and Tigers, and almoſt 
Devils to one another ? What elſe is the great Make- 
bate of the World, that deſtroys the Peace, and diſturbs 
the Order, defaces the Beauty, and obſtructs the Hap- 
pineſs and Tranquility of Families, and Churches, and 
Cities, and Nations? I might ſhew this in divers Par- 
ticulars. A 2557 od re Ho yo 
1 Some Sins, and ſome Luſts, have a direct Influence 
and Tendency to hinder and deſtroy Civil Peace; as 
Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Ambition, Wrath, Ma- 
| lice, Revenge, inordinate Paſſions, &c. Tis the Pride 
and Ambition of Princes, that puts them upon enlarging 
their Territories, with the Deſtruction of their Neigh- 
bours: Tho? they have many Pretences to colour their 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Envy, or Revenge. The De- 
fence or Promotion of true Religion is ſometimes made 
a Cover for Violence, Rapine and Murder. How ma- 
ny thouſands of Indians and Infidels have been maſſacred 
vy the Spaniards, to make room for Chriſtianity, and to 
plant the Goſpel ray erm And how much inno- 
cent Blood. hath been ſhed in Chriſtendom, to reduce 
Hereticks to the Unity of the Roman Church, or puniſh 
their Obſtinacy or Apoſtacy who wonld not return to it? 


And this under the pretence of Religion and Conſcience, 


and a Zeal for Truth, in Obedience to Chriſt's Vicar, to 
propagate the Faith of the Goſpel. Strange Chriſtians, 
who think it their Duty to deſtroy all ethers, when 
and where they are able to do it, if the Pope do but 
jy 7 i require 
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require and encourage it for the Catholick Cauſo. Am- 
bition and Pride, ignorant Zeal, and Envy, Covetouſ- 

neſs and Cruelty, are the Spring of thoſe Diſorders in 
the Chriſtian World. 0 

2. God has threatned, as the Puniſhment of Sin, to 
Jer. 4. 16. take away Civil Peace from a People: Becauſe thou haſt re- 
718.19, befled againſt the Lord, ſaith the Prophet, there ſhall be Deſtructi- 
. en upon Deſtruction. Thels things haſt thou procured unta ti ſelf, 
this is thy Mictedneſs; lags it is bitter, it reacheth unto thy 
very Heart, &c. For the Puniſhment of a particular People, 
God appoints the Sword, - where he will, and as long as 
fer. 47.5. he pleaſeth. Againſt Aſhkelon, and the Sea-ſbore , it is 
ſaid, he hath' appointed it; and therefore it ſball not be quiet, 
the Sword ſhall not be put up into the Scabbard. The like 

* Sce Ila Paſſages you have in other Prophets 355 
1 5. „7 3. On the contrary, if Sin be repented of and for- 
e ſaken, Civil Pears is the Matter of & Prohriſe. O that 
ita. 48. 18, thou hadſt hearkened to m Commandments i then had thy 
22. Peace been as a River, and thy Righteouſneſs as the Waves 

of the Sea! Bat there is no Peace, ſaith the Lord, unto the 
| Wicked. If our Ways pleaſe the Lord, he has promiſed 
Prov.16.7- to make our Enemies to be a. Peace with us. All their 
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ſelf, 


on the Peace and Welfare of any Country. For nothing Prov. 14%. 
would more promote the good of Human Society, than 
a faithful Obſervance of the Laws of Chriſt. By the 
Rules of Chriſtian Religion, God has provided for the 
Welfare of Mankind in all Capacities and Relations. If 


Men had the Wiſdom to obſerve and follow, what God 
hath mercifully directed and enjoined, the World would 
be bleſſed with Peace: Every Man's juſt Rights would 
then be preſerved, in his Relations, Life, Liberty, Eſtate, 


Reputation, &c. For the Divine Commands are cal- 


culated to make a People happy ; tho? ſome of them are 
ſuch as ſuppoſe the Corruption of Mankind to be ſo great, 
as that the Generality will not obſerve them. And even 


that is an Inſtance of the Divine Wiſdom and Mercy. 


We are under an Obligation to think of, and purſue 
whatſoever is True and Venerable, Juſt and Pure, Love- 
ly, and of good Report; and to do Good to All, to 
have an obliging, condeſcending Carriage to All; and 


as much as in us lies, to live peaceably with all Men. 


Mic. 4 4. 
Ezek. 34. 


27. 


Phil. 4. 8. 


This would prevent Contention, or quickly end i' But 


there can be no valuable or laſting Union amongſt Men, 
without practical and ſerious Religion, eſpecially with- 
out Humility, and Chriſtiaz Self-denial. For ſinful Selfiſh- 
neſs, which is the contrary to it, - is the ſource of Con- 
fuſions and Quarrels; but Humility and Self-denial would 
bring Men to Peace and Concord: it would make us 
propoſe and proſecute the moſt excellent uniting Ends; 
and by conquering and curing the inordinate Love of 


Earthly Things, take away the great Occaſions of moſt 
. Quarrels. It would make Men follow after Peace, and 


the things that make for Peace. It would make them of 


. a publick Spirit, and do what they can to promote the 
publick Welfare, and prefer it before their own private 
_ Intereſt; as Mordecai, Nehemiah, David, &c. But a fel- Ef :c.4. 


fiſh Man is his own End, and cares not what becomes of 3 * 2 


the Publick Good, fo he thinks he can promote his own. 
| Magiſtrates and Subjects could not live in Jealouſies of 5.5. 


1 one 


2. <4 


pfal. 1 . 
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one another, as having contradictory Intereſts, if the 
honouring and pleaſing of God, and the common Good, 
were the principal End and Intereſt of both. Husbands 
and Wives, Brothers and Siſters, Maſters and Servants, 
Neighbours and Acquaintance, if obedient to Chriſt, 
would not live at Variance with one another. 
The Luſts of the Fleſh, Senſuality and, Luxury, have 
expos*'d many Countries to the Deſolations of War, and 
particular Perſons and Families to Ruin. The Luſts of 


the Eyes, or luſting after thoſe things which Men ſee 0- 


thers enjoy, hath had the like Effects. The Pride of Life 
tends to Diſcord and Contention, which produce private 
Animoſities, and bloody Wars. But ferious Godlineſs 
would keep the World in Peace, as forbidding theſe Sins, 
and mortifying theſe Luſts - | 

It would render Magiſtrates and Subjects mutual Bleſ- 
ſings to one another, if they would mutually obſerve the 
Laws of Chriſt. It would make Princes and Rulers to 
be Juſt, and Gentle, and careful of their Subjects Good: 


it would oblige and animate them to preſerve Right, 
encourage Vertue, and check and puniſh Wickedneſs. It 
would make Subjects Obedient, Loyal, and Peaceable, 


paying due Honour, and Tribute to Magiſtrates” 
If our R#lers were Men fearing God, they would be 

Miniſters of God for Good; Terrors only to Evil-doers, 

but a Praiſe to them that do well : They would then ſeek 


the Glory of God, and keep up his Authority, and pre- 


ment. Authority and Holineſs. together would make 


fer his Laws before their own : 'They would be Exam- 
ples of Vertue and Religion in their publick Station, and 
fo they would de much to draw others to Holineſs, U= 7 
nity, and Peace. Holineſs in * would male 

them love thoſe who are holy, and give them Encourage- 
ment, Countenance, and Protection: It would make them 
hate Sin, and remove the Abominable Thing, with which 


God is diſpleaſed: It would ſave them from the danger- 


ous Temptations of their Riches, Power, and Advance- 


them 
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them highly. eſteem'd and honour'd, as bearing the I- 
mage o 
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the Heavenly Majeſty and Goodneſs. The like 
for Subjects in the faithful diſcharge of their Duty: The 


Fear of God, and Obedience to him, is proper to make 
Men the beſt Subjects; thereby. we are obliged to ho- 


nour and obey our Rulers, as the Officers of God. This 


- would make us underſtand the Bleſſing of Civil Govern- 
ment, and the Advantage of Protection by it. It would 
make Mea true to their Oaths and Obligations, and dif 
. poſe them to Unity, and keep them from ſeeking their 


own things againſt the publick Welfare. It would eſta- 


- bliſh che mutual Obligations of Governours and Govern- 
cd, by the firm Bands of Conſcience, and fo prevent Vio- 
lence and Oppreſſion on the one hand, Faction and Mur- 


muring on the other: and while every one hath his due; 


4 Order, Peace and Safety would be eſtabliſhed. © 
Ihn ſhort; Conſider the Goſpel-Rules of Charity, Righ- 


teouſneſs and Equity; of loving our Neighbour as our 


ſelves; of doing to others, as in the like caſe we would 
deſire they ſhould do to us: How would theſe promote 


the Peace and Welfare of Societies? The like might be 
ſaid of the Precepts of Contentment, Meekneſs, Pati- 


ence, Sincerity,. Plain-heartedneſs, Benignity and Kind- 
. neſs, Compaſſion and Tenderneſs, Inoffenſiveneſs, diffu- 
five, | impartial Goodneſs, and readineſs to do Good to 


all as we have opportunity ; Forbearance of one another 


in Love; mutual Forgiveneſs; not ſeeking Revenge, 
or repaying one Injury and Il-turn with another, but 
doing Good for Evil, and praying for them that hate. 
and curſe us; not. medling with other Mens Matters, 
but minding every one his own Buſineſs, &s. Theſe 


and the like Commands and Rules of the: Goſpel tend 


directly, in their own Nature, to the Peace and Happi- 
neſs of Civil Society. So that Sin, in its own Nature and 


Tendency, as well as by the Righteous: Judgment of - 
God, is an Enemy to Civil Peace. | | 
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All the unbecoming Heats and Diſputes, :Strifes, and 
Perſecutions among Chriſtians, all the uncharuable *# 
Fewds, Contentions, and Hatred among Neighbours, # 
are from the Luſts of Men. This is one Inſtance of the ÞF + 
preſent Correction and Reproof- of Sin. Did «we but ob- 
ſerve the Orders of Chritt, and follow the Goſpel-Rule „ 
with how different a Face would the World appear? 
how happy would be the Nation, the City, the Fami- 
ly, where the caſe were thus? But what Contentions 
and Enmities are cauſed every day by Pride, Dranken- 
neſs, and 'Evil-ſpeaking, and other ſuch Immoralities, in 
every Town, Village, and Neighbourhood, we mignnt 
find Inſtances. Were it not for the Corruption of Man- 1 
kind, and the fad Effects of that, there were no Foun- 
dation in any ſenſe to call he State of Nature, the State 
of War, The Peace and Harmony, and conſequent 
Happineſs of the World had not been deſtroy'd, but by 
the Sin of Man. What Nation was ever ſet on fire 
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4 within it ſelf, or made deſolate by à Foreign Power? 
| al | what Battel was ever fought, (much leſs a Duel ;) what 
16 War was ever commenc'd, or proſecuted, but on one 
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fide or both, Ambition or Pride, Raſbneſs or Rebellion, 

Fur or Revengr was at the bottom? Hence they ſpring as 
from their grand Saarce, by theſe were they cheriſh'd as 
by their proper Fuel. The great Convulſions and Deſola- 
tions that tear Provinces and Empires , and deſtroy Ring- 
doms, are cauſed by Armies of Iniquities rather than of 
Souldiers. Diſcord, Contention, and: War, are the Scum 

Pror. 18. of Pride. Whereas the Meeb ſball inherit the Earth, and 

pal. 37. 11. be delighted with multitudes Peace. Among the ſinleſs 

Angels, tho' there be many Legions, we read of no Wars. 

The Earth only is the Seat of War; Jeruſalem above is 

free. If Men would ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do woll, 

Spears would be turned into Plow-ſhares, and Swords into 

Pruning-hooks- And the Inhabitants of the Earth would 

learn War no more, did they once forbear to be wicked. 
Princes would not oppreſs and murder their Subjects; 

| EE nor 


3 


* 


2 TL it EAC E Jehu? 4 


> 


3: 


nor would Sehjef#s rebel againſt their lawful Spverejons.. 


A- bleſſed: univerſal Peace. would” return to the Earth, 


which is now ſuch a Stranger to ſo. great a part of the 
World. Jo that the: Reproof and Correctian of Sin, thun- 
ders in our Ears: by the noiſe of Canan, and the Inſtru- 
ments of War, and is /ouder than the bearing of Drums, and the 
ſound of Trumpets : It ſhould pierce our Hearts, as do the 
laſt Cries of mangled Soulazers ; and affect us, as do the 
Tragical Effects of a laſting War. | 


III. There is another kind of Peate which is Inward, or 


Peace of Conſcience. And as no Peace with God or Man 
can on good grounds be expected, while Sin is unrepen- 
ted of; ſo nor Peace with our Selves. Tis by the Faith 
and Obedience of the Goſpel, that the: Underſtanding, 
Will, and Conſcience are made to agree, and have a 
peaceful Harmony in the ſame: Subject. Tis by reſigu- 
ing our Judgmentsto the Divine Wiſdom, and our Hearts 
and Affections to the Divine Will, in his Word and Pro- 


vidence, that we muſt attain and keep in ward Security 


4 * *Fsby:U 
and Peace. Tis by Upr 


rs and Sincerity, in con- 
tradition to-Hypocriſe an 


Diſſimulation, that our Hearts 


— WY — 2 „ ITY Om — — — 


are fixed and eſtabliſhed, and the Tranquility of the Soul 


maintain'd in afl Conditions?sessss 
It is true, thro? the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, thro? the Plea- 


ſures and Diverſions of this World, thro? the Blindneſs 


and Security, and Hardneſs of Mens Hearts, the Influ- 
ence of Satan, and oftentimes the righteous Judgment of 
God, Multitudes do ſpeak Peace to themſelves in a courſe 
of Sin, in a way that is not good: But this Peace is their 
Diſeaſe, it is no better than Stupidity, it is the Inſenſibi- 
lity of a Man ia a Lethargy; and if it be joined with 
ſenſual Mirth, it is the Jollity of a Mad-Man. For true 


q Peace of Conſcience cannot conſiſt with Sin not repented 


of, and not forſaken. - For the Proof of this, conſider, 
1 There is 20 Foundation for any ſuch Peace. After 
all their bold Atheiſtical Talk, Few can disbelieve there 
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is a God, who made and governs the World, to whom 
they muſt be accountable: They cannot extinguiſh the 
Differences of Good and Evil in their own. Minds: They 
cannot have that inward Calmaefs and Peace, after great 
Proyocations, as after reſiſting Temptation, and doing 
thoſe things which Conſcience: approves: They cannot 
but apprehend that there will, or at leaſt may be a future 
Judgment: They cannot be perſwaded, that God takes 
no notice of their Sins; or that, tho? Conſcience condemn 
for them now, God will not puniſh hereafter. This they 
find. when they durſt be fo bold as to think of Death, and 
the final Judgment of God, and of paſſing into an Ever- 
laſting State, which ordinarily they think of, as ſeldom 
as they can. Becauſe hereby, their Peace is diſturbed, 
and they are ready to fink under the Fears of an After- 
reckoning. This is ordinarily true, Thoſe Excepted who 
are ſo ſtupified and hardened, as to be paſt feeling; 
which is not the Caſe of all, nor is it preſently t 
Caſe of any. But great Peace have they that love thy Law, 
aud nothing ſhall offend them. This cannot be faid of others, 
whoſe brutiſh Senſualities, and flaſhy Joys, which they 
call Pleaſare, are tinctur'd ' with: Uneaſineſs, and end in 
Sorrow. They have Care, and Fear, and Trouble, and 
Wearineſs and Regret; and do thoſe things daily, which 
muſt make them unſatisfied with themſelves, hen they 
come to review them. But the good Man hath the pro- 
miſe, of having his Deſires granted and fulfilled; and 
while he walks uprightly, may expect things will pre- 
ceed fairly, orderly, ſweetly, and with Delight: he hath 
the ground however of inward Satisfaction 
2. Moſt Men, who live in a Chriſtian : Country, 
under the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and yet continue in 
Sin, do act againſt their own Light, and the Dictates of 
Conſcience; they live in a Contradiction to what they 
know they ought to be and do, and therefore can have no 
anward Peace · Conſcience tells Thee, O Man, that this 
thy Courſe is not pleaſing to God, that this is not _ 
| 8 
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ctaing to Scripture-Rule; chat thou muff leave thy vain 


Company, and 2 ime, and live no longer 
in the neglect of Prayer; that thou muſt repent of Sin, 


and endeavour to make thy Peace with God, and pre- 


pare for another World, and be in a readineſs for a ſud- 
and therefore if you live in a neglect of this, and in 


- . conttary C ourſe, you are ſelf. condemned. 


And yet how many ſuch are there, who from Morning 
to Night are under the Convictions, and Condemnations of 
an accuſing Conſcience; but are held in the Chains of ſome 
Sin, ſo that their Euſts prevail againſt their Convictions. Lou 
know you ought to: worſhip God in private and publick; 
that you ought to acknowledge him in all your Ways, 


and make it your Buſineſs to pleaſe and glorify him, tho 


you do it not. You know you ought to avoid evil Com- 

ny, tho you continue to frequent it: Lou know that 
Brudkennte 18 a Sin, and Unckanneſs a Sin; and Op- 
preſſion, Covetuousneſs, Injuſtice, Theft, Over. reach- 
ing, Treachery, Perjury, Cenſoriousneſs, Backbiting, 
&c. are Sins. Vou know for ſuch Sins the Wrath of 


God is revealed from Heaven: You know your Guilt, 


you know you have not repented ;: Lou know you are 
not fit to die; you know you ought to turn to God, and 
ſeek his Favour, leſt you be ſurprized by à ſudden Death: 
but your Luſts are too ſtrong, for your Lig. 

I wonder not that ſuch Perſons cannot bear Retirement, 
that they do not love torbe Alus, for ſerious Conſide- 
ration; nay, that they are afraid of waking in the Night; 
and for that very Reaſou ſome of Wan ee confeled. 

they uſually drink more freely in the Evening, than o- 
ther wiſe they would do: that they may ſteep ſoundly, to 
prevent tho Uneaſineſs of their own Thouhgts, in caſe 
they ſhould not ſleep: As ſome Malefactors will make 


themſelves drunk, when they ars to be executed, that 
Death may not be terrible; whichis a medicine againſt Re. 
pertance, not againſt Hell. 2 ſuch Methods Men 

1 | i may 
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HY may in part keep af tho:fealinig of ltlitie Miſery, 4il-the 
ot heperof Cure and Relief he aft. Bur what a fort of 
* Peace is this? For if they; awake in the Night, their. 


5 not only ſhine, but burn andi ſcoteh them, een at Mid- 
i | night. Some: Hi thote. Who preiend to he abbve' Tuck 
1 Fears, notwithſtanding; all their Hectoring; and Dam- 


F Tf ning, and Blaſphemy, and Railing; are followed with 


bitter Refletians. of: Conſcience, and are oſten filed 
with Horror and Aſtoniſhment, from the Gripes and 
Textors of a guiltyn Mind, as divers have afterward ac- 
knowledged,;:tho: Inconfideration;:ſenfual Pleaſures and 
the hope of: Death heing 

from ſuch conſtant Fears in Fe JETTY 
3. The Rage of ſame impetuous Luſts, and the Vio- 
lence of finful Paſſions, is manifeſtly inconſiſtent with 
inward; Peace; 1 T is:from Luft: and Luxury, from Pride 
and Enyy, from Malice and Spite, ffom Ambition and 


the Goſpel is deſign'd to cure, and Chriſtianity condemns,) 
that Men cannot enjoy inward Peace and Tranquility. 
While their Faſſions run violently: and wildly towards 


niſÞ'd With in ward Uneaſineſs, 'Reniorfe; and Piſſaris- 


| they are in as great Pain almott as a Woman in Travail; 
pſal. 7.14. and all to bring forthia Lye. One burns with Impatient 
Luſt, Which is its owa Torment; another eats: out his 
Heart with Envy or Malice; another is ven choak/d: to 
Death with Think after Maney, and is ſick and in pain 
becauſe he cannot reach the Eſtate he covets. Tho the 
more he gets, the more he thinks is yet neceſſary,” ere. 
he can be happy, and at reſt: his Fever is ſtill growing: 
Not to mention the Extra vaganties of. Luſts and Pa ſſions: 
There is nothing almeft ſo ridiculous and abſurd, buutiſh 
and abominable, but the Violente of ſinful Paſfions hath 
brought Men to. The outward Diſorden and Folly. of 


their 


1 Conſcience is awake: And the light of Confcience doth 


g ed diſtance, kept them 


2 ſuch Diſpoſitions, (which the Grace of 


the baſeſt or meaneſt Objects, they muſt needs he pu- 
faction. They travtl with Iniquity, and conceive Miſchief, 
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and watch his Memory; and manage 
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their Actions how the in ward Diſtruande und Diſ- 
compoſure of l their Miad er Ein enn 

Io this purpoſe ſpeaks the Prophet, The Wicked are 
like the troubled Sea that cannot reſt, that it always caſting 
out Mſire und Dirt. They are hurried, and torn, and ſet 
upon che Rack, by the: violence of various Luſts: Their 
eager Deſires of gratifying ſome, and the Fears of Diſ- 
appointment in others, and the Dread of Diſcovery at 
other times, and the Apprehenſion of Puniſhment after- 
wards: This in moſt caſes, cannbt but deſtroy the in ward 
Peace; of fret Mens Minds: But he that walks accor- 
ding to the Rule of the Goſpel, needs not be at all this 
Pain to- prevent Diſappointment, or Shame; to guard 
himſelf, and ſuſpect every Body; to curb his Tongue, 
We ory his very Looks, 
and Geſtures q and otoobviate other Mens Jealouſies, or 
contrary Deſigns; and to ptevent the Diſcovety! of his 
own Intentions/ dr ſectret Aﬀions. - And I might add, 
That the Comtrariety, and Inoonſiſtency of ſome Luſts, 
doth alſo hinder inward: Peace; as while Covetouſneſs 
makes a Man toil, and labdur to ſcrape together and hoard 
up, his Pride and Vain gon pfompts lim to ſpend and 
ſcarter, that he may not be out- done by his Neigh- 
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- 4. In Adverſity and Affliction, in bodily Sickneſs, or 


the proſpect of Death, we then find what an Enemy Sz 


is to inward Peureo Mes Culiſcience begins to awake in 
moſt Men; hen, when chey think of paſfing from one 
World to another, chey are reſtleſs and uneaſy, and afraid 
of every thing, and of nothing more than of Dying; then 


their haughey Spirits are brought down: They 


tremble and talk-at another rate, and will ſuffer a Mini- 


ſter, or a ſerious Chriſtian to diſcourſe freely with them, 


whoſe Reproof or Freſence before, they would not bear. 
5. God doth ſometimes in this World puniſh Sin with 
terrible Rebukes and Terrors of Conſcience. He makes 


them poſſeſs their former Fs he ſets their Sins in 


order 
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order before them; he awakens Conſciencę to clo its Oſ- 


fice as a Witneſs, and a Judge, and in ſome part, as an 
Exec utioner too: So that they accuſe, condemn, and tore 


ment themſelves. How many careleſs profligate Sinners, 
aſter great Tranſgreſſions; and how. many good Men, 


after great Back · ſlidings, have experiencecbtheſe Terrors 


and Rebukes of 'Conſcience ? 21 vis 1 % . 


Believe it, Sinner, hoever thou art, one Sin fet home 
on the Conſcience, with the Frowns of God, will ſting 
thy Soul as with fiery Scorpions; it will rend thy Heart 


witl the moſt deſperate Rage, it will make thy Lips qui - 
ver, thy Knees:tremble, . ar ee rot, thy Spirit to fail 


within thee. It will make thes apprehend all the Miſeries 
and Torments threatned in Scripture belonging to thee: it 
will make thee cry out, I am feeble and fore broken, 


mine Iniquities are a burden too heavy y me O how 


© ſhall I appear before God! How, :ſhall flee frem his 


& Preſence, or bear his Wrath! O that I had never 


* finn'd ! O that I had never been! O that I might ceafe 
to be! How much better if I had never been born, never 
« ſeen the Light! Lord! if [ſhould now die, what would 


yer be merciful to me? The Sins I have committed are 


© numberleſs and hainous, the Wrath I feel is unexpreſſible; 


that which I fear is Infinite and Endleſs! Lord! I fee. 
© if Tlive,I am an undone, accurſed Creature! and if I die, 


(O let me not diel) IfearT ſhall be for ever a damned mi- 
© ſerable Sinner! Is there no Mercy, Lord! no hope tor 
© ſuch a Wretch as I have been! And in ſuch Caſes all 


tlie Pleaſures and Diverſions, the Riches and Honours of 


the World will lea little, they are Phyſicians of no 
value, you can taſte no ſweetneſs in them; they can give 
no reſt to thy diſturbed Thoughts, they cannot calm 
thine accuſing Conſcience: God alone can create the 


Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace: Men and Angels are 
not competent Chirurgeons for ſuch a wounded Spirit. 


God ſpeak Trouble, wha can ſpeak Peace? Miniſters and 


Friends, 


Bos 
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Friends: may repeat the Promiſes of Mercy and of Grace, 


but all in vain, until God bind up the broken in Heart: 


Hs alone that removes the Guilt of Sin by pardoning 


Mercy, can remove the deſpairing Senſe of it by ſpeaking 
Peace. Now conſider this, Ye that forget God, leſt he tear 


jou in pieces, and there be none to deliver. | 

The Improvement of this Diſcourſe may be for Inftrutti- 
on, Reproof, and Exhortation. There are ſeveral things 
we may learn for our Iaſtruction: as, 


1. What Peace, ſo long «s the Whoredoms of thy Mother 
Jezebel? &c. Obſerve, That it is the Wickedneſs of 
Men, - (eſpecially of Perſons in great Places) is the true 
cauſe of Wars, and publick Calamities. Nothing more 
common than to charge the publick Calamities of a Coun- 


try upon Religion, and the Profeſſors of it, as Ahab did king. 18: 
the Famine in Samaria, and his Son Joram likewiſe, on 17, 18. 


the Prophet Eliſe. But his Anſwer will ſerve in both 
Caſes; when he taxes him as the Troubler of Iſrael, he 
reply'd, It is Thou, and thy Father's Houſe that have troubled 
Iſrael, in that you have forſaken the Commandment of the 
ord, and followed Baalim. Lou may as well ſay, That 
Health is the Cauſe: of Sickneſs, as charge Wars and 
Contentions, and publick Calamities upon ſerious God. 
lineſs. It is from the Luſts of Men, from the- Wicked» 
neſs of 3 and Subjects, that either obſtruct the 
Peace of a People amongſt themſelves, or provoke God 


* 


to be blamed for any ſuch: Miſcarriages of Chriſtiahs, 


as diſturb. the publick Peace. You do net condemn the 
Laws of the Land, becauſe Thieves and Murderers break 
them: The Laws are good, and oblige to nothing but 
what is good, tho? ill Men will not obſerve them. 80 is 
it with the Laws and Precepts of Chriſtian Religion. So 
far as real Chriſtianity. prevails, it will influence the Hearts 
and Lives of Men, for the Good of every Society where- 


of they are Members. Chriſtians acting according to the 


Laws: 
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j I Laws of Cid, vill hanbur their Rulers: on God's Ac- 
| count, as his Officers :: They know! they obey God in o- 
| | beying them, and ſo will doit for "oa ſake; be- 
I — of his Authority whereof tliey partake, and of his 
Command to be in Subjection to them. Therefore ſo 
| far as they fail in their Duty, by Faction and Rebellion, 


cr. they forſake their Rule, and offend. their: Heavenly 
Lord and Maſter, - Anil it. is not owing to their Godlt- 

neſs and Chriſtianity, but to the Want of it. 
z Sam. 24. 2. What Peace, ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mo- 


ine 2: {0 many? Obſerve, That the Sins of Caares 25 ſometimes 
25,26. bring Judgment on the whole Land. The People were 
3 with a dreadful Peſtilence for Davis's Sin in 
— the People. God turned not away his An ua 

from A and Jeraſalem, notwithſtanding the Refo 
mation of Joſiah, for thie Sin bf his Grandfather Maneſſi, 


ional Sins, we mult look further back than the pro- 
ſent Reign, leſt the Guilt of former Princes nin. Hog. Judg- 
pens ON. the — Cn To of Saul brought 
Amme;u Judgment — — 
N God 2 15. Fas Mae] was 
e puniſhed for the Wickedneſs of bub, Jecobel, and 
1 And doubtleſs their Example had infected the 


3: Shepherd, and 1 — the Goats; that is, againſt the Offi- 
ders in Church and State, who webe tlie Ring- leaders in 


the People were ſmitten!” Whar reaſon have ve to pray 
505 holy Magiſtrates, and to bleſs God when we have 


thy Mother Jezebgl? wow Obſerve, That Chiluren may 
puniſhed for | the Sihs of their Immediate Parents; and if they 

- 3 to commit the like, they may expect it to the 

third and fourth Generation · Wicked Parents little con- 


5 5 34 | Hor, 


17-ther:Jezzbel, and the Crimes of the Family of Ahab, are 


Fe 2 Amnan. Therefore ſin. the Conſteſſion * 
at 


Zach. 10. Pegple too. My Anger, ſays God, n kindled againſt the 


in; and the Community ſuffered upon — Account, 


32 "What. aer to thee, 0 Joram, while the Whinedaws 7 | 
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the Curſe of God upon them, and leaving them Heirs f 
his Judgment and Wrath, as their Inheritance. We find 
Naboth's.Blood, that was ſhed by Joram's Father, is men- 
tioned” td him his Son, and throum in his Diſh. The 
Prophet Eliſba ſcruples not to call him he Son of 4 Mar- : kings 6: 
derer. And it is remarkable, that his dead Body is caſt 32 
into the ſame Plat of Ground, where Nuboths Blood, it“ 25.6 
is probable, had been ſpilt. That-very Ground is ma- 

nured by the Blood of Ahab's Wife and Son, where Dogs 

lick*d the Blood of Naborh, who was murdered by Abab's 

4. What Peace ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mother Je- 
zebel? G. We may learn how dangerous it is to be 


related to a Wicked Family, with which God & angry. 


For theſe words are ſpoken to J, who was not fo: 


bad as his Father Ahab, and whoſe Wickedneſs was In- 


ferior to that of his Mother Je rebel: For it is ſaid of him, 
Tub? he wrought evil in the fight of the Lord, yet not like his 2 Kings 3. 
Father or Mother. And yet you ſee the Iſſue by this Text. 2. 
Let Parents remember this, and younger Perſons, who 
are not enterꝰd into a married Relation. It is a bold and 


dangerous thing to match into a wicked Family, to be 
in their Company, and to be of their Kindred. For King 


Abariab, who was now with Jer am, he was ſlain too. 2 ing, 5 
Tho? he were the Son of good Jeheſaphat, yet he married pared with 
the Daughter of Jerabel, and thereby was brought to? _ 
walk in the Ways of Ahab; and he alfo was deſtroyed. *" * 
It is dangerous in reſpect of Sia, leſt we be infected; 
and it is dangerous in reſpect of Judgment, teſt we ſhare 

m their Plagues: For all the ſeventy Sons of wicked A. 2king 10. 


hab were cut off. For the Sins of Jeroboam God cut off . 


all the Remnant of his Houſeè and Family. And all the 30.1 
Kindred, and Children, and Friends of Baaſha died for 1 king 16. 
his Iniquity. It is ſo ordinary for the Branches of a wick- 
ed Family to ſhare in Puniſhment. with. the Heads of it, 
that the Spirit of God takes notice of it, as an unuſual and 
Me | | EXtra- 
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Numb 26. opened and ſwallowed ap Korah and his Company; and it is 
10, 11. added, (agdeſerving to be particularly taken notice of,) 
that notmitihſt anding this, the Children of Korah died not. 


5. Whaz Peace, Joram, while thine and thy Mother's Sin 


make God thine Enemy? We may learn, That the Peace, 
Safety, and Happineſs of a People depend upon the Fa- 
vour and Protection of God. Some of the Heathens have 
had ſome Apprehenſion of this, that the Preſence of their 
Gods would do more for their Defence, than all their 
Fortifications, or Souldiers; And therefore when they 
went to War againſt any People, they uſed ſeveral Me- 
thods, which they thought were likely to get the Gods 
of ſuch or ſuch a City out from amongſt them; or they 

_ endeavoured ſometimes by Bribes and Preſents, and ſome- 
times by Inchantments, to gain them over to their fide.” 
Hiſtory and Experience will confirm it, that in Mat- 


ters of War and Peace, the Hand of God is chiefly to be 3 N 


regarded: His Providence is moſt remarkable in the Ma- 


nagement and Succeſs of National Revolutions. The Ca- 
naamites had | their | Hearts - hardened, and ꝰtis ſaid, that 


they did not ſeek after Peace, would not make Peace 
with Iſrael. This came of the Lord, to the intent they 
might be utterly deſtroyed. At other times he girds with 
Strength for War, he muſters the Horſe to the Battel, he 
breaketh the. Bos, and burns the Chariots, and cuts the 
Fpears in ſunder, and determines the Succeſs of National 
Wars. It is he Sword of the Lord, and of Gideba that muſt 
ſecure the Victory. The latter withdut the former will 


God be on our ſide, we need not fear when Men riſe up 


ty Armies have been blaſted by Divine Provideoce,- been: 
ruined we know not how, falling as it wee by their 
own Strength, withered and come to nothing by a ſecret 


ſtrangely broken, reſolute Commanders diſappointed , 
125 5 . ſome- 


extraordinary thing, if it ſell out otherwiſe; > Tie Earth! 


prove a wooden Dagger, and do no Execution: But if 


againſt us. Hence it ſometimes comes to paſs, that migh= 


Curſe of God: great Politicians fooled, firm Alliances - 
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— fearing where no Ground of Fear was, ſometimes 


as reſolute and fool- hardy aga inſt all Reaſon, to their own 
Deſtruction. Out ag is —— without Inſtatices of this. 
6. We may not then wonder, if this War is not ho- 
nourably, and ſpeedily ended. Te ſhould not be chou ch bought: 
ſtrange, if; God:ſhould not n | 
ſhould not eſtabliſh, and-ſettle us by a fperdi 0 beende 
and gracibus Iſſue of the preſent Wart? For. what” Peace. 
can We expe; while the bare- faced Impieties and Pro- 


vocations of our Age and Nation, are every where ſo many? 


when thers is ſo little Appearance of Reformation, and all 
Attempts for it meet with ſuch Oppoſition? It is rather 
a Wonder, that we remain eſeaped at this day, and en- 
joy ſo many of the Bleſſings of Peace, while other Coun- 
tries feel worſe Effects of a Laſting War. We may ra- 


ther ſit down and wonder, that, aſter ſo long a time of 


God's Forbearance, aſter ſo. many Trials as he has given 
us, after ſo many flighted Warnings, after ſuch ſtrange 
Methods of Divine Providence; as M have had to awaken 
us, that yet, tho Unreftrimed;; we are nt Deſtroyed.” For 
all our former Judgments have not humbled us, or united 
us, or taught us to forbear one another in Love: Our late 
Nartene nat made us thankful: The moſt aſteniſn- 
4 ong''us;' have not wrought a 

> irapenitent;- and divided; and ſtiff-necked 

ill: We complain ſometimes, that Poverty i is coming oft 


us like an armed Man: And who can think. otherwiſe, 


that keeps any Company, and talks of Trade; or but 
reads the. Adv re in the! eee But wh 
L Ieh fiat chings lle obſervable rein this 
Hiſtory of Joram and Jezebel, which may afford Matter 
of Reproof.' Not only as the Openneſs, and Boldneſs, and 
Impudence in Sin; under which the Land groans, is pa- 
rallelo with the: Caſe af Hal: But there are other In 


ſtances / obſervable from this Hiſtory. „As, 28 


1. Doth not Shirin Whoredom and Carnal abound, a bd 


che latter too much W 7 FT ho open and avowed 
4.  Idolaty J, 


ö * 


n 


— — 
£1.48 Faſt-Sermon. 


Idolatiy, we may thank God, is not tolerated amy 


$ 
* 


Yet: Covetouſneſs and Woridlineſs are alfo called  Idola-. 


try: And by Luxury and Intemperance, Men make their 
Belly their God. And for carnal Whoredoms, the Im- 
purities of the Fleſh, and the Luſts of Uncleanneſs, (and 


that which contributes to them, Luxury and intemperate 
Drinking, no Time or Place can be nained ſince the 


eformatian, wherein theſe Sins ever prevailed ro that 
Degree, or roſe to that ſhameleſs Height, as of late Years 
in theſe Iſlands, and this under Goſpel-Light. Which is 
an high Aggravation, it being the great Deſign of the 


Knowledge of Chriſt by the Goſpel, to help our Eſcape | 


from theſe: world! Pollutions, : . 9 N23 18 

I cannot but acknowledge with THankfulneſs to God, 
and to the juſt Honour of the Magiſtrates of this City, 
that there hath been a great deal done by ſeveral, to pro- 
mote Reformation, and to puniſh theſe and other ſcan- 
dalous Crimes. But what Oppoſttion and Diſcouragement 


have they met with, (Inferiour Officers eſpecially) in their 


Endeavours of Reformation? How hath the Attempt 
been ridicul'd? and their wenky Zeal been miſ-interpre- 
ted, nicknamed, and reviled ? 

they might and ought, to ſtrengthen their hands? How 
backward are the Generality even of good Men, to a ſſiſt 


the Magiſtrate by giv ing notice of the Guilty, that they 


may be puniſh'd? 'Tho? they know there are ſuch in 
not bear the Sword of Juſtice in vain. Would to God 
there were more of that Chara L in Commiſſion :!: { 

But Few have the Heart, or Courage, or Honefty 
40 endeavour the Puniſhment and 


chery and Prophaneneſs, tho' the Taftanees be ſuch as pol- 


Jer. 23-10. Jute the Land, and make it mourn. They think it beneath 
'em as Gentlemen, or Citizens, or Neighbours, to be 
any way concerned. But ought not every one co 


do what he can, to prevent and purge ouf Wicked- 
neſs. from the City and Nation, by endeavouring the 


exemplary Puniſhment of notorious Offenders ? Is it not 


by 


ow few have done what 


Suppreſſion of Debau- 
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by this means, that the fierce Anger of the Lord, kinaled ai ut 


4 People, 1s 70 be turned away, Numb. 25. $5 4,11. And from 
themſelves too: F 4 Soul ſin, and hear the Voice of Smeari 


1 
and is a Witneſs of it, whether he hath ſeen or known of it, if bo | 


do not atter it, then he ſhall bear his Iniquity. Lev. 5. 1. an 
24. 14. He that heareth Curſing, and benrayeth it not, is Part- 
ner in the Sin; Prot. 29. 24- And they ſhall ſhare in the 
Puniſhment of ſuch Sins. It is reckoned among the Iniqui- 
ties that ſeparate between a People and their God, and cauſe 
him to hide his Face, that nune calleth for Juſtice, nor any 


10 ſome leſſer Matters of Religion, Who yet heartily agree 


in a Ser- 
in a Pablick'Spirit; as to theſe things: To theſe the City and men, t 
Nation are obliged, and God, I hope, will reward them, and , f. 
increaſe their number. But if private Perſons, in their ſe- Reforma- 


veral Places, would have done what they could, to aſſiſt 
the Magiſtrate in this Mork of Reformation, Where one Ma- 
lefactor of either Sex hathi been puniſhid, there might have 
beet trenty. 31. t 594 tbr ins | 

2. And are not many Parents, too much like Jezebel in 
bringing up their Children; educating them in Rebellion 
againſt God, in Pride, and Vanity, and fleſhly Lufts, in- 
ſtead of endeayounmg»to ſaue / them from theſe? How little 


nlendath fur Truth, Tai. 595 2, * Thanks be to God, there * Thee 
ſome Gentlemen 1 tho of different Perſwaſions {#5 


urg d thy 


tion, 
from that 
Text. 


I | Care is there in moſt Families, to inſtruct, reprove, and ad- 


moniſh Inferiours; or uſe the Authority God hath given 
Parents, to reſtrainitheir Children from Sin? So ſhameful is 
the Neglect of Parents in this kind, that it abates our Won- 
der, to find ſo many Complaints of wicked difobedi- 
ent Children: gor Parents themſelves: are greatly acceſſory, 
to the Wickedneſs and Ruine of their own Children. How 
little is done by them, to ſave them from the Sin of Pride, 
to antidote them againſt the Impurities of the World? How 
ſeldom do they put them upon ſecret. Prayer, and reading 
the Holy Scriptures, and other good Books, as ſoon as ca pa- 
ble? How little care to teach them the ſtrict Obſervation oi 
the Lord's Day, by their Counſels, or by their own Exam- 
ple? And is it any Wonder, when theie Children come to 


D 2 1 
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ſet up Ihe re have Familiss of; . own, if 


they do not pray. in their Families, or ſanctify the. Lord's 
Day, when they knew little of any ſuch thing, while the 
lived with their Parents? Many a damned Wretch will curſe 


the Day of his Birth, for ne an | Abab to: his Father ora 
Jezebel to his Mother, > ö 


The Son of-a Giant, tube 800 of 2 Mlurderer, the Son of a 
wicked Woman, and the like Expreſſions in Scripture, are 
not only Reproaches, but Reaſons, why ſuch Children are no 
better: for as a good Son makes a joyful Father, ſo a wick- 


ed Parent ſeldom makes a good . An Abraham may 
have an Iſbmael; aud an Ei nay 


ing ſtom an Jauc; but 


ufually Religious Families are 2 Religion. On 


the contrary, there is an Entail of Vice and Wickedneſs in 
Irreligious Families. In ſome caſes the Entail may reach 
even to Doomſday. And then how great is that Wrath, which 


and multiplied on ſtill, 


is treaſured up from Father to Son, 


unto the Day of Wrath? If it be hard to anſwer for 2 thou- 


| ſand Sins, how: much more for many: thouſand Souls, that 


have ſucceſſively miſcarried from Age to Age, by the ** 5 


ligence or ill Example of wicked Parents? 


Another Sin obſervable in Jorum, was, 'the a not con- 
ſulting God, when: he was about t6.crigage in a Matter 


2 ings 3. Of great Conſequence. For when hegan¹ ehoſbaphat, and, 


10. the King of Edom went to War agaluſt oab,” being in a 


eat ſtrait for want of Water, Joram impatiently complains 


of God, as having brought out three Kings, to deſtroy them 
together in the Wilderneſs. But ſays Jehoſbaphat, (Who then 


began to bethink himſelf,) 1s; there not 4 Pr phe of the Lord, 


no, new Employments, conſiderable. Voyages or Jour- 


that he nquire.of. the; Lord for us? Very good; but this 
ow have been — before: 15 were we 6. gone [ever Days 
Journey. in the Wilderneſs; that 7 ape brought this 
— — to the Mind of good Je But We do not 
find Jorum troubled himſelf vil uch . Thoughts,” T1 

Are not many of you. guilty of the like Sin? Do you not 
undertake many Matters of Moment and Conſequence, with- 
aut asking Counſel of God? as new Relations, new Condi- 


niet, 


e - 


EA 
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arent, after ſhe had her part of fuch a Banquet on her Neigh- 
bour's Child, refuſes to part with her own, and will not 
ſtand to the Bargain · Upon the Repentanes of one of them 
of this Engagement, the other appeals to Joram, in the An- 
_ and Bitterneſs of her Soul, crying out, Help, O Ring! 
O the Terror of Famine! ſharpened with the Anger of God; 
as the bitter Fruit of Sin! that will make the 1 


, 


2 


— 
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Mother of you all, not only to lay violent Hands on the 
Fruit of your Womb, but Teeth tov; and make you eat the 
Fleſh of your little ones, even of an only Son or Daughter. 
As delicate Women in Jeruſalem, as any in London, for ought 
Lam. 2. I know, were reduced to this, and glad to do it. Behold, ? 
Ch. 4. 1 Lord, and conſider, to whom thou haft done this : Shall the Wo | 
Deut. 28. n eat their Fruit, the Children of 4 Span long? 'The Hand-. 

' 537 of the pitiful Women have ſoaden their own Children, 

| they were their Meat in the Deſtruttion of the Daughter of 

m People. But in this Diſtreſs, King Joram frets againſt the 

Lord, and the Prophet Eliſpa; inftead of mourning for Sin, 

he murmurs againſt God, ſaying, Ny ſhould I wait a V 

dy longer this Evil is of the Lord. Is it ſo? For that very 
Reaſon ought you to wait. Let me hereby call you to re- 

flect, what Inftances of Impatience you lave at any time 
diſcovered under the ſmarting Rod of Gad, either private ur 

publick; and humble your ſelves this da for ſuch: Guilt. 

5. As he was impatient under the Afflicting Hand of God; 

ſo, when by a wonderful Deli verauoe it was temoved, me do 

2 King, 6. 997 find he mus the better for the Deliwerence.. Some kind of Sor- 

30. Tow, it is true, he profeſſed during bis, Diftreſs, He rent his 
Clothes,” awd had Sack-cloth withiniupan hi Flefp ;; He made ſome 
figns of Humiliation, as we do by eppeating here shisday';; 2 
but after his Deliverance he was as wicked as before; i, BF 
HFath it not been thus with us, my Brethren, formerly, Þ 
when the Hand of God has been againſt-ns;? When we have 
been afflicted, chi ſtened, rebuk'd, and diſappointed? Mh 
you have laid on a Bed of Sickneſs, nd heen brough 
to the Gates of Death? Bur God hath>felivered ve, And 
raifed you Up again; Wherein are you the better? Are you 
not as vain and proud as before?! Are you not as Logs 
remiſ6,.ahd Juke-warm!as ever? Is it not fo with particular 
Perſons ? Ant is it not ſo as to the Nation in general, after 
all / the late Wonders of Divine Providence in delivering and 
ſaving us? And aſter all the Effefts of War, which many 
feel, who are concern'd in Trade, and others by conſequence 
throughout the City and Nationn?)hh n 7 oo 
I 2D 6. Another 


—_ 


Mother that is, do not come to me, 
to Idolatry, tho' for a Trick of State thou haſt 


2 Houſe of Bad, and the Priefis of Bae, 
Le departed not from the Sins of Jerobaam, wid wade Iſrael to 28, 29. 
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with one of his Allies, vir. to gratify King Jehoſhaphat; 
whoſe Aſſiſtance he needed againſt the Moabires. (Bat he ſtill 
clave to the Calves of Dan and Bethel.) Whereupon the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks ſharply to him, What have I to do with thee, thou 
King of Iſrael? Get thee to the Prophets o thy Father and 
y Heart cleaves 


deſtroyed one of the Images of Baal. Let us remember, 
if what we do in Religion, in publick or private, 
be on any carnal Motive, tho* the Matter be good; 


it reſpect to Friends and Neighbours, or our ſecular Intereſt, 

Hatred ot Sin, and the Love of God, a Senſe of his Au- 
'. 2 thority, and in Obedience to him, God will not accept 
itt; but your Sin ſhall find you out. 


the principal Iaducement; if it be not from the 


5. Hypocritical Partiality in the Service of God, is another 
Sin to be obſerved in this Hiſtory; both Perſons in this 


IJ Text (both Jeraw and Jehs) are Inftances of it. Juras de- 


Z ftroyed one of the Images of Baal, Jeha was zealous to de- 
ſtroy the Houſe of Abab, and the wicked Priefts of Ba! : 
But boch followed the Sin of Jeraloam, as to the Worſhip: of 
the Calves. After a large Account of this new King Joram, 
and of his Zeal in deſtroying the Image of BA, and: the 


en in the Calves of Dan and Bethel. He was loth 10 irritate 


| | and diſoblige his. Nobles, and a great part of his new Sub- 
= jeas, who had been long inured to the Worſhip of the 


Cualves. He durſt not truſt God to keep the Kingdom ſafe 
co him, tho? he had had ſuch Experience of his powerful 
Providence in bringing him.to-it: He obeyed and followed: 


God, fo far as his apprehended Intereſt would permit him, 
and no further. Let us take heed of Partiality in Religion, 
of dealing deceitfully with God. Lou may go a great way, 
5 7 and; 


3 Worlaly Policy with Religion; pretending the Service of God, 
wen there was ſomething elſe deſigned at the bottom. He Kings 3. 
put away the Image and Statue of Baal: It may be in compliance 


it is added, Hubert, 4 King. 10 £ 
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God, if you are not ſound in his Statutes, he will not accept you. 
8. Inſt ability, and Unſettiedneſ5 in that which is good, is 
another Inſtance. This was the Caſe of Joram. At one 
2 Kings 5. time he calls Eiiſba Father, at another time he vows to have his 
. Head, and to be the Death of him, whatever it coſt. Hath- 


or been kill'd at Sea, or died in Gar 


and do many things; and yet if your Hearts are hot right with 


it not been ſo with ſome of you? Is it not ſtill thus with: 
many? Now for God, and then for BA; warm and cold,” 


off and on, up and down; now convinced, and ſeemingly. 


reſolved fer ſerious Religion; the next Week the World 
is on the Throne again, or ſome particular Sin prevails, not- 


v 


withſtanding your Convictions. ou ought this day to 
humble your ſelves for theſe things 


III. The Exhortation which remains, ſhall be to Three 


Daties. Fir, Mourn for the want of Peace, and bewail 


the Deſolations of War which are the Fruits of Sin. Se- 


conaly, Pray earneſtly for the Peace of our 1 
the taking away Sin, that hinders all kind of Peace. Third- 
ly, Let your own Perſonal and Family Repentance, and Re- 
formation, ſhow that you are ſincere in che two former. 

1. Mourn and bewail the want of Peace, and the Deſolati - 


ons of War. Some of you have ſelt the Smart of this War, 


ſo as to have reaſon to mourn on your on Account: But we 
may feel more yet: And we have All reaſon to mourn for 
ſo general a Calamity. We ought to compaſſionate the thou- 
ſands of Families that have been undone; and thouſands of 
Souls that have been fent to Hell, by dying in an impeni- 
rent State. Who have fallen 3 Places of the Field, 
iſons, or in the. Fleet: 
Let us look abroad into Neighbouring Countries, and we 
Mall find a Roll like that of Esetiel, written within and with- 
out, in Capital Letters, Lamentation, Mourning; and Woe: 
Let us mourn alſo for the Diſhonour of the Chriſtian Name 


by Bloody Wars, when Chriſtians ſhould be Examples of Peacæ 
and Union to the whole World. But the Peaceful Name f 
Chriſt is blaſphemed among Heathens and Infideis, by the 


Wars of Chriſtendom. IIs become a Proverb among the 


 Tarks, What ! fight and kill ane another as the Chriſtians du. 


2. Pray 
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Fit PEACE, Jehu? 


1 2. Pray earneſtly. for the Peace of Jeruſalem. Earneſt ly, 
15 as thoſe.chat. apprehend the Divine Diſpleaſure, fearing leſt 
8 Wrath be gone out from the Lord againſt us: Let us wreſtle 
S® with him, and ſtrive together in our Prayers, that if it be 
8. poſſible, the Cup may paſs from us, and we may turn back 
h. an Hoſt of Judgments tllat ſeem to he upon their march. Let 
li us pray for Peace with GOD, for: the removal of Sin by Re- 
wo pentance, and pardoning Mercy; and then for Brotherly 
7 Peace, and Unity, and Love; and for Civil Peace. But the 
d taking away of Sin, is the great thing we ſhould beg, as 
t-: that which is an Enemy to all kind of Peace: Without which, 
to if God ſhould make an end of this War, and give us Peace, 


ee kind, if his Anger be not turned away from us, but he only 
ill! ſay, Why. ſhoald you be ſmitteu any more? I will let you alone : 
2-. X Such a Peace, without our Repentance, and God's Pardon, 
id would be the moſt dreadful Judgment. A diſpleaſed God 
d- may ſometimes deliver an unpardon'd People; and it proves 
e-. not a Bleſſing but a Curſe. to them: For Peace with God is 


60 the Foundation of all other Bleſſings, National and Perſonal- 
Let us therefore pray. eſpecially for the Pardon of Sin, and 


ar, Peace with God, and then for Peace in the World, and in 
for And when you pray for Peace, remember to pray for Truth 
us with it. There can be no ſirm, or durable Peace, that is not 
of cemented with Truth. How amiable is it to have Peace with 


Truth to ſerve God with Purity and Safety, with Sincerity 


Left together? Therefore beg that Chriſt may be advanced, 
by whom God hath made Peace, and reconciled all things in 
Heaven and in Earth: Where his Truth, Intereſt, and Au- 


2: FF thority are left out, or over. look'd, there can be no valuable 


me 7 or laſting Peace. Remember alſo, that *tis GOD alone, can 
ac ordain and eſtabliſh;Peace for us; can ſheath the Sword that 
is drawn, and make Peace in Europe. Any raſh or furious 


the Hand can make a Wound, or kindle a Fire; but GOD Only 
che can heal our Breaches, and extinguiſh the Flames of Church 


or State, and bleſs rhe World with a happy Peace. 


. . 
* und 
by . 
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3. Show 


and Plenty, and Trade, and all that we could wiſh of that 


and Security; to enjoy the Bleflings of God's Right-hand and 
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3 Show that you are ſincere in Mourning and in — rn 
by your Perſoual and Family Reformation. Without reſolvi 
and endeavouring this, our ſolemn Mockery of God in theſe 
Solemnities will coſt this Nation and City dear. If we con- 
feſs Sins that we yet love, and reſolve not to forſake; if we 
pretend Deſires in Prayer that we have not; if we complain 
of Burdens that we do not feel; if we ſpare and cheriſh any 
known Luft; if we continue in the neglect of any known 
Duty, eſpecially what we have been this day minded of; 
God will be ſo far from accepting our Faſts and Humiliations, 
that he will abhor us the more. Is this the Faſt I have choſen 2 
(may God ſay,) If there be xo Reformation, no Divorce between 
you and your Luſts promoted by it, I am no more 7 27 than I 
ſhould be with your eating and drinking : Jou might as well have 
let it alone, and beſtomed your time otherwiſe, Tour very Confeſſion 

of Sins will witneſs againſt yoa, if you do not forſake them. To what 
parpoſe is your Mourning and Lawmentation, aud hanging down the 
Head for a part of a day? Is it unto-me, faith the Lord? It is not 

4 all unto me, except you repent, and turn from your evil Ways. 

Tour Sighs and ſad Looks, your Confeſſions and Deprecations, all your 
Complaints, and all your Expreſions.of Sorrow, Mourning, and 
Humiliatiou without this, avail nothing. Unleſs your Souls be hum- 
bled and broken ; unleſs you abhor your Sins,' and loath them, and 

reſolve againſt them, and henceforward be watchful and dili. 

gent in earneſt, to overcome and mortify your Luſte, and turn 

70 God. O that ſome may be able to ſay, from this Faſt- dag 
I began to turn to the Lord with all my Heart. Believe it 
therefore, and conſider it, that unleſs you put away the E- 7 
vil of your Doings, the Evil that is in your Tabernacles, in 
your Houſes, in your Trades, in your Families, you cannot 
expect Peace. We may go on lamenting one Calamity after 


oh another, bewailing this and the other Grievance, and be ne- 
4 | ver the better, while we negle& the Cauſe. While thoſe "7 
at Luſts and Vices are ftill reigning, ſpreading, and increaſing, 


which provoke God to plague and punith an unreformed, 4 | 
divided People. If we would be rid of Judgments, or pre- 
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vent them, we mult begin where the Judgment begins. ea 
Let me urge and inforce this, t. By calling you to conſe :; 
8 = =O ns der an 
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der the Miſeries of War, and the Bleſſings of Peace; Moſt 


#4 


of us know little what it is to livein a Country, chat for 
many Years is the Seat of War; to have a Bloody Enemy at 
your Gates, or rude Souldiers domineering in your Houſes, 
or to have them pillaged every Week, or laid in Aſhes at 
once; To have your Children wallowing in Blood before 
your Eyes, Virgins periſhing under the Luſts of profligate 
Villains, Widows mourning for the dead, and hardly daring 
to ſhow they mourn: Or to have no Children left to the Fa- 
ther, or Husband to the Wife, or Money to the Rich, or 
Clothing to the Delicate; and they that were brought up in 
Scarlet to imbrace Dunghils, weltering in their own Tears, 
or Blood. You would hardly have Patience to hear the te · 
cCital of what ethers have ſuffered. Look abroad, and con- 
ſider the Countries round about us; behold and ſee the fad 
Characters of Miſery and Ruin on the Perſons, Houſes, Fields, 
3 Vineyards, Cities, Churches, &c. of our Neighbours. 
3 LYeſterday, or a day or two ago, faith one, I and my Fa- 
mily were in Peace and Safety, and had Food and Rayment, 
Liberty and Plenty; I have now no Houſe to harbour me, 
no Food to nouriſh me, or Money to buy it, and hardly Clothes 
leſt to cover my Nakedneſs. A few days ago I ſlept quietly 
in my own Houſe or Bed, but now I have no Place or Pil- 
turn low, but Jacob's Pillow of Stone whereon to lay my Head. 
day 3 My Father is killd, or taken Prifoner, ſaith another: y dear 
e it ard tender Father, who lov'd me and took care of me; and 
e E- no he is not, or is a miſerable Captive, and hath hardly 
„ in Bread to ſuſtain himſelf, Or Parents bewail the loſs of a be- 
nor loved Son: My Son, that was the Staff of my Age, the Joy 
after ef my Heart, and Stay of my Family, the Comfort of m 
ne- Life, he is impriſoned by a cruel Oppreſſor, or he is mortal- 
hoſe ly wounded, or he is dead. The Widow bemoans the loſs of a 
ſing, tender Hausband, (made nearer by God, than Father or Mother) 
med, ſnatcht away by an untimely Death, whom ſhe ſhall ſee no 
pre- more. So the Brother, the Kinſman,the Neighbour,the Friend, 
P each lamenting the Deſolation the Sword hath made. P 
:onli- Let us mix Thexkfalneſs to God for our ſelves, with our Pity 8 
der and Compaſſion, and Mourning, for the Calamities of Others, > 
| 013A E 2 who 
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hear the Voice of the Spoiler in our Borders: We hear-not 
the murdering Pieces about our Ears. We ſee not our Houſes, 
and Churches, and Places of publick Worſhip flaming over 
our Heads. We do not behold our pleaſant and beautiful 
Dwellings in Aſhes, where we traded, feaſted, and ſlept in 
Peace; nor are turn'd out to the Streets, or Fields for Shelter, 
not knowing where to look for Security for our ſelves, or our 
neareſt Relations; ſeeing ſome of them {lain before our Eyes, 
or not knowing where they are, whether alive or dead. We 
don't hear the confuſed Out-cries and Shrieks of our diſtreſſed 
Neighbours, mingled with the Noiſe of Foreign, Popiſh 
Soldiers, killing, or encouraging to kill. You have not ſeen 
tender Babes ſnatcht from the Breaſts of their Mothers, bleed- 
ing on the Stones, or ſprawling and ſtruggling for Life on the 
Soldiers Pikes, (and the diſtreſſed Mother raviſh'd it may be, 
e're ſne have leave to die.) You have not ſeen the gaſtly viſage 
of Death, deform'd with Wounds, and Men and Horſes wal- 
lowing in their Blood; and the amazed helpleſs People, run- 
ning too and fro to eſcape, but know not how or whither. O- 
thers have feen, and known ſuch tragical Effects of War; let 
us mourn for them, and let us be Thankful,that as yet we do not. 
2. Conſider, that it is GOD Alone that can give Peace: Our 


It is He muſt prevent, or conclude, and ſhorten the Miſe- 
ries of War. He that is he Lord of Hoſts, He makes Wars 
Ka. 26.12. to ceaſe to the Ends of the Earth, He muſt make our Officers 
val. 147. Peace: Fe that works all our Works for us, muſt ordain Peace 
14. Ce. for us, that Violence ſhall no more be heard. It is He-that 
firengthens the Bars of our Gates, and makes Peace in our Bor- 
ders, and feeds us with the fineſt of the Wheat. It is He who 
keeps our City, and guards our Iſland, and can proſper our 
Fleet and Armies. He turns Swords into Plow. ſhares, and 
Spears into Pruning-hooks ; and ſheaths the Sword when it 
hath done his Work. It is owing to his Providence, that 
the Inhabitants. of the Earth learn War no more. 1 
Fs ſits upon the Floods, and ſtills the Waves, and ſets bounds 
to the Raging of the Sea, to the Luſts of Princes, * * 
5 . o umults 


Buſineſs is with God in order to an happy Iſſue of this War. 
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Ir it PEACE, Jehu? 


Tumults of the People. He can take the Obſtacles of Peace 


out of the way, when we expect it not. He hurles Princes 


from their Thrones, and ſets up others in their room. Ae 
breaks their Scepters in pieces, as eaſily as you can a Venice- 
Glaſs. He over. rules their Deſigns; he can change their Coun- 
ſels, break their Meaſures, blaſt their Power, ſhame their 
Confidence, leſſen their Numbers, and fruſtrate their Hopes. 
When God was diſpleaſed with Irael for the Accurſed Thing 
in the time of Jaſhua, three thouſand Iſraelites ſhall flee, and be 
ſmitten before the Men of Ai, tho? but thirty fx in number. 
But if God be our Friend, tho? ten thouſand of the People ſet 
_ themſelves againſt us, we need not fear. He is a ſufficient 
Defence; We need not fear all the Nations of the Earth, if we 
are at Peace with God, and at Peace among as ſelves, which would 
follow upon it. He is the Shield of our Help; and can be a 
Wall of Fire round about us. "Tho? the Enemy come in like 
a Flood, He can lift up a Standard againft him; and when 
he comes one way, make him fly ten. He can ſhow-ſtrength 
with his Arm, and ſcatter the Proud in the Imagination of 
their Hearts, and turn their Devices backward. What 
deep Deſigns does he ſometimes defeat? What mighty Pro- 
jects does he diſappoint, by taking away Wiſdom from the 
Wiſe, and Courage from the Valiant; cutting off the Spirits 
of Princes by a ſurprizing ſtroke, altering their Minds and 
Purpoſes, or ending their Lives? &c. Peace and War are in 
Ins Hand. All the Hoſts of Heavenareat his Command and 
Service; to fight his Battels, and accompliſh his Deſigns. 
The Stars in their Courſes ſhall fight), and the Elemeats of 
Heaven ſhall be muſter'd in his Quarrel. From the Air he 
can pour down Hail-ſtones, as on the Ammonites: or lend 
an Angel to diſcomfit a mighty Army, as he did Senacherib's: 
or by Fire conſume an Enemy's Troops, as thoſe which. came 
againſt Elijah. The Water ſhall bury the Egypriars ;. and 
rather than fail, the Duſt of the Barth, fhall Rart up into 
Armies of Flies, and Lice, and Frogs, againſt. Pharoahe. _ 
And Fe is the GOD of PEACE, as well as the Lord of Hoſts : 
As *twas of the Lord, that the Canaanites did not make Peace 
_ with al; and that Zydekiah rebelled, and that {hab went 
NBA | | | | | ro 
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to War at Ramoth Gilead, &c. So tis He tliat makes Peaco; 
IIa. 48. J. male Peace, I create Evil, I the Lord do all theſe things. He is 


5 
faid to maks the Inſtruments of War, to create the Smith 
that formeth them, and to create the Waſter to deſtroy» 
Therefore He can ſtop them, hinder them, deſtroy them when 


Pſal. 46.8. he pleaſeth. To all the Ende of the Earth, he is ſaid to male 


Ifa. 9. f. 


Wars to ceaſe; that is, in all Places, in all Countries, in all 
Societies, in Families, in Church, in Cities, in Nations, in 
particular Souls. Every where, it is his Work to make Peace; 
and Every Kind of Peace is from the God of Peace. 
3. If God be Angry, and bring deſolating War on a Peo- 
ple, Human Help is all in vain, and his Anger will make 


all the Calamities of War to be double. If al become 


the People of God's Wrath, he lets looſe the Rage of Man; 
and then every baſe, proud, idolatrous Aſſyrian ſhall tread 
them down, as Mire in the Streets. Even Sampſon (hall fall 
by the uncircumciſed Philiſtins, when God departs; where» 
as before he was wont to ſlaughter them by Heaps. If God 
be Angry, and fend a Judgment of Sword, or Famine againſt a 
People, who can deſcribe the Dread and Horror of {| uch a Cas 
lamity ? Every Battel of the Warrior, faith the Prophet, # with 


confuſed Noiſe, and Garments roll'd in Blood; but this ſhall be with 


Barning, and with Fewel of Fire. The Wrath of God ſhall put 
an unuſual Terror, on the very Countenances of an Enemy, 
and give an unuſual Edge to their Sword. The Anger of God, 
will ſharpen the Sting and Terrour of natural Death, it will 
envenom the Teeth of Famine, and make all the Calamities 
of War unſufferably more grievous than can be expreſt. 
There is nothing fo baſe, but the greateſt Spirits ſhall then 
ſtoop to; nothing ſo unnatural, but the tendereſt of Toa Al. may 
be brought to comply with. You think you ſhould part with 
your on Lives a thouſand times over, rather than eat the Fleſh 
of your Children: I doubt not, but the delicate Women in Je- 
rufalem thought fo too; and yet in Famine; they boiled their 
Children, and were glad to eat them. Pity ſhall periſh from 
Parents, Courage from the Men of Might, Wiſdom from the 
Antients, Flight from the Swift, and the Strong not be: ble to 
find their Hands: For it is rhe Day of the Lords Wrath, and who 
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can abide it? Lou may ſeek for Death at ſuch a time, and not 
find it; and within an Hour, Death may offer it ſelf, and then 
you will flee from it; and within a fe Moments repent, and. 
wiſh you had died. Such will be the Diſtreſs, and Anguiſh of 
your Souls, berween vain Hope,and tormenting Fear, that your 
very Lives will be a Burden. Think how ſadit muſt be, where 
the Sword without, and Terror within ſhall deſtroy young and old, 
the Suckling, and the Man with gray Hairs. When there is no 
Peace to him that gaes out, or to him that comes in, but great Vexe- 
tion on all the Inhabitants; Nation deſtroyed of Nation, and City of 
City; for God did veax them with all Adverſuy. Think of theſe 
things, and repent of Sin, for that is the Cauſe of it. 
4. We do not know, what we may further Experience of 
the terrible Effects and Miſeries of War. Moſt are confi- 
dent,that all will quickly be well, and the preſent Cloud vaniſh : 
There will ſpeedily be an Honaurabie Peace; Our Enemies mult 
ere long make Peace, or we ſhall force them to it; Or if they 


provide for them and theirs ; they doubt not for their parts, but to 
eſcape well, let — be as oP will. But may not all ſuch Con- 
fidence prove a Refuge of Lies 

Prophet, Thus ſaith the Jord to the Ring of Judah, Deceive not your 


7 ſetves, ſaying, The Chaldeans ſhall depart : tho you had (mitten the 


ſhould not; Many flatter themſelves by this or the other Project to 


Conſider what God faith by they, 3. g. 
10. 


whole Army of the Chaldeans that fight againſt you, and there remain d 


but wounded Men among them, yet ſhould they riſe up every Man from. 
his Text, and burn this City with Fire. F 
What is there for publick Safety, or private Defence, that 


can be proof againſt the Anger of God? For certain, it is not 
the great Numbers, or Riches of a People; no advantageous. 


Situation, or Strength of Places; nor the beſt prepared Armies. 
and Navies; or any Confederacies abroad, or Fortifications at 
home, can ſecure us. The beſt, the meſt hopeſul of all ſuch. 
things, have been frequently baffled, and confounded: by the. 


Divine Anger. Riches profit not in the day of Evil; rather 
expoſe to Envy and Danger, than ſecure againſt it. They who 
have molt to loſe, are likely to ſuffer moſt, and commonly are: 


leaſt able to bear it. God hath hitherto ſaved us with a Newer- 
theleſs, notwithſtanding our-Provocations ; It inay be, He will. 
be intreated to do ſo ſtill: But the Sins. of Societies and Com- 
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without Repentan de. IE: 
5. Unleſs by Repentance we make Peace with God, 
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To whom be Glory througliout 
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of the Goſpel of Peace. And now the Peace of God, which paſſeth 
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